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Town of Sherman 

Conservation Commission 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

Mallory Town Hall (and via ZOOM), 7:00 p.m.  

 

    

Members Present:  Bill McCann (Chair), Michele MacKinnon (Vice Chair), Rolf Martin, 

Colette Shulman, Anne Weisberg  

 

Members Absent: Michael LaVia, Lauren Weber  

 

Other Attendees:  Christine Aruza (Clerk) 

 

 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman B. McCann called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

R. Martin made a motion to vote on approval of the April 13, 2022 minutes with 

revisions.  

 

Seconded by: M. MacKinnon 

 

Vote: Unanimous For 

 

Correspondence:   

 

No new correspondence.    

 

New Business: 

 

 Native Species Ordinance in Newtown Update  

 

B. McCann – prior to the meeting – distributed a revised version of the Newtown native species 

policy to the commission members for review. The version had been adapted for Sherman use 

also as a policy (not an ordinance). B. McCann advised the commission doesn’t necessarily have 

to author the policy. However, it is a good reference document for review and use by the Board 

of Selectmen (BOS). Responsibility for policy issuance resides with the BOS.  
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C. Shulman inquired as to the implementation timeline of Newtown’s policy. Per B. McCann the 

municipal policy was implemented in Fall of 2021. Newtown’s Planning and Zoning 

Commission then subsequently added it to their regulations for commercial developments. C. 

Shulman noted that the proposed Sherman policy (if adopted) would therefore come in effect for 

future projects such as the proposed new Sherman Senior Center (municipal) and senior living 

housing complex (commercial) should it pass town approval. 

 

The recommendation was made to add a list of native plants/trees in the policy for the 

municipality and developers as a guide. The commission agreed with R. Martin’s suggestion to 

include a link to the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). DEEP 

provides reference information on natives and invasives particular to the state on their web site. 

M. MacKinnon will also provide appropriate links.    

 

A. Weisberg suggested that at the appropriate juncture the town should promote the concepts 

contained in the policy to Sherman homeowners so they can understand the benefits and adopt 

similar practices. M. MacKinnon concurred and further proposed the creation of an informational 

piece for homeowners with recommendations.     

 

B. McCann will forward the commission’s final, revised draft policy to First Selectman Don 

Lowe for review.  

 

Weed Warrior/Pollinator Garden Scheduling 2022 

 

The commission discussed the need for volunteers for the Weed Warrior and pollinator garden 

projects. At this time there are no volunteers. Volunteers were solicited in three separate articles 

(two in the Town Tribune, one in the Sentinel). The largest need for the pollinator garden is 

volunteers for regular watering. Ideas for volunteers included the Scouts, the volunteer fire 

department, the PTA, and town camp.  

 

In addition, it should be easier to obtain the water at the pollinator garden. At present buckets are 

used to obtain water from the nearby stream. B. McCann will inquire with D. Lowe about the 

potential for the town to bring a tank of water down to the pollinator garden. R. Martin raised the 

possibility of using watering donuts as an additional option.    

 

Discussion then moved to a review of what plants/trees/shrubs to purchase for planting this 

spring season at the pollinator garden if volunteers can be secured for regular watering. M. 

MacKinnon shared the list of potential trees/shrubs for commission review. The commission 

decided to continue with the Weed Warriors project for early June and to postpone planting of 

the pollinator garden until the fall. M. MacKinnon will also reach out to master gardeners for 

assistance on fall planting. Postponing planting to the fall will allow more runway to secure 

volunteers.    

 

A schedule of Conservation Commission members assigned to watering will be created. The 

following actions were agreed to for the solicitation of public volunteers to supplement 

commission member watering efforts: 
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• M. MacKinnon will contact the Scouts. She will also ask for volunteers for both projects 

next Wednesday (May 18) during her library discussion (via Zoom) about how to create a 

pollinator garden.  

• A. Weisberg will contact Parks & Recreation.  

• B. McCann will reach out the Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy (NCLC) and 

contact Ashleigh Blake (former Sherman Library director) for a connection to the PTA.  

• C. Shulman recommended to put in a call for volunteers at one of the town meetings with 

the idea to educate residents about the nature of Sherman, the importance of these efforts 

and how it benefits mill rates for example. B. McCann will reach out to Don Lowe to 

have him emphasize again the need for volunteers in his column.  

• Pursuant to his idea, R. Martin will consider reaching out to the IGA and American Pie to 

see if they would like to partner on a special co-marketing project to solicit volunteers.    

  

New Email Address for the Commission 

 

M. MacKinnon worked with Kathy Retter on setting up a specific email address for the 

commission. The request was made for the following address: scc@townofshermanct.org. This 

will be completed when the IT consultant is on-site in a few weeks.   

 

Participation in Memorial Day Parade Discussion 

 

A. Weisberg had made the suggestion to discuss the commission’s participation in the upcoming 

parade. The commission could hand out what are termed “seed bombs” or small packets of 

milkweed seeds with tiny brochures. The commission made the decision to participate next year 

due to limited time remaining before the event.  

 

General 

 

M. MacKinnon circulated print materials published by the Connecticut River Coastal 

Conservation District in cooperation with the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group 

(CIPWG). The booklet educates the public about invasives in the backyard and provides 

strategies for their removal. B. McCann will obtain an electronic version of this booklet and 

obtain a link to resource material from Protect our Pollinators (propollinators.org) to put on the 

Commission’s page on the town website.    

 

Old Business: 

 

WCCAA/Cricket Valley Final Report Meeting  

 

C. Shulman provided an update on the WCCAA group meeting from last night. The group 

decided that the effort was worthwhile despite project complications. It created a degree of 
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cooperation between the participating towns and DEEP. Mike Benjamin, Blake Levitt and Linda 

Frank will reach out to Professor Wagstrom and see if the group can have another meeting in the 

near future. As part of the discussion with Professor Wagstrom they will also ascertain if R. 

Martin’s suggestion to use handheld monitors can be implemented over the next year.   

 

The commissioners also learned at the meeting that there was a fee for the website that the 

information from the monitors was sent to. The contract period expired and was not renewed as 

the group was not apprised of the need to renew.   

 

The WCCAA group also discussed that Cricket Valley will switch to green hydrogen. Cricket 

Valley has published their scheduled transition from natural gas to green hydrogen.      

 

 P&Z Request to Provide Chapter for New POCD Update 

 

B. McCann has put a call into Jeannene Burruano and has not heard back yet. B. McCann will 

reach out to Christine Branson to see if there is an update. C. Shulman reiterated her concern that 

Sherman Land Acquisition Fund (SLAF) Advisory Board be reactivated both with funding and 

representation. In the past the advisory board had a member from each of the town’s other 

commissions. She also emphasized that the commission members reread the chapters of the plan.     

 

Adjournment 

 

A. Weisberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting 

Seconded by: M. MacKinnon 

Vote: Unanimous For 

 

 

 B. McCann adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Aruza 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022, @ 7:00 p.m., Mallory Town Hall and via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


